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the Dutch but even to turn his arms against them,
if his daughter were betrothed to the second son of
Philip III. and the sovereignty of a re-united and
Catholic Netherlands secured to them after the death
of Archduke Albert. Encouraged by the Pope,
Philip III. sent Don Pedro of Toledo, a grandee of
the highest rank and a cousin of Mary of Medici, as
his ambassador to Paris, to propose a close alliance
between the two Courts, cemented by a double mar-
riage between the royal children. Such an arrange-
ment would have been as acceptable to the Catholic
party, the former Leaguers, in the Council, as to the
Queen. They saw that the nearer the time drew
for the accomplishment of the King's anti-Spanish
designs the more he inclined to the Protestants.
Old Huguenots like Aubign6, began to be seen
about the Court; and it was felt that when once
Henry, as the head of a Protestant coalition, had
drawn the sword against the dynasty, whose cause
was identified with that of Romanism, he must, of
necessity, be led farther in the same direction. The
situation, was not unlike that before the massacre of
Bartholomew, when the adoption by Charles IX. of
the policy of Coligny, the declaration of war against
Spain, would have been followed by the triumph of
the Protestants and of their friends in the royal
council.

But Henry IV. could not be tempted, by a bait
more glittering than substantial, to change the whole
of his policy : to abandon his cherished hope of so
humbling the Hapsburgs that their ambition should
never again be dangerous to France or Europe. He